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Teacher’s note
Introduction: 

An assessment package ‘My Classmates’ with reading and writing tasks was developed to facilitate the teaching and learning of the following language functions: to use prepositions to indicate positions; to use adjectives to describe people; to use simple present tense to describe present states; to use the connective ‘because’ to give reasons. The content of the reading tasks was about the classmates in P.3A. The reading skills of recognizing key words and understanding the connection between ideas were taught. In the writing task, students were asked to write about his/her favourite classmate based on the question prompts.
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MY CLASSMATES – READING 

Pre-unit Self Assessment 

Where is the Ball? 
Here are some pictures showing the positions of a ball. Look at the pictures and 

fill in the blanks with the given words. 

 in      under     between      right        left 

on       behind        next to     in front of 

1. It is _________ the box. 2. It is _________ the box. 3. It is ________ the table.

4. It is _________ the box. 5. It is _____________

Box A and Box B.

6. It is _________ the box.

7. It is on my __________. 8. It is on my __________. 9. It is ____________ the box.

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

The objective of this task was to check the prior knowledge of students about positions.
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Pre-reading Stage 

Task 1 Let’s Sing! 
Your teacher is going to show you a video about positions. Watch the video and 

sing together. 

Teacher’s note
Teachers’ Notes:
 
Due to the copyright issue, the video clips cannot be shown. Teachers may search for video clips related to ‘prepositions’ on the Internet.
 
Suggested Source of Videos from YouTube (Below are the titles of videos in YouTube)
1.    Where is it? 
      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8F0NYBBKczM
2.    In Front Of, Behind, Between | Preposition Song for Kids 
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4hsIyVxbiY
3.    LEFT AND RIGHT SONG for Children Right and Left Song for Kids Learn Left and Right by123ABCtv
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LFsVrQ65JuE
 
 
When watching the video, teachers introduce the following prepositions/positions to the students:
1.    In
2.    On
3.    Under
4.    In front of
5.    Behind
6.    Between
7.    Left
8.    Right
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Task 2 Matching Game 
Here are some pictures. Put them in the correct positions as instructed by your 

teacher.   

1. School bags 2. Water bottles 3. Apples 4. Toys

5. Mobile phones 6. Rulers 7. Cups 8. Pencils

9. Books 10. Oranges 11. Cookies

Left Right 

Between 

Behind 

Teacher’s note
Teachers’ Notes: 

Draw the above table on the blackboard and ask the students to put the pictures in the correct positions according to the following instructions:
1.    The toys are on the left.
2.    The school bags are on the right.
3.    The mobile phones are on the right.
4.    The water bottles are on the left.
5.    The apples are on the left. The oranges are on the right. Some cookies are between the apples and the oranges.
6.    The pencils are on the left. The books are on the right. The rulers are between the pencils and the books.
7.    Some cups are behind the rulers.
 
The objective of this task is to consolidate students’ knowledge about positions (e.g. left, right, behind, between) by playing a matching game with visual aid. It is anticipated that with the help of visual aids, students would be able to learn the abstract concepts of positions better.
 



Contributors: Aplichau Kaifong Primary School and The University of Hong Kong 4 

Primary 3 HKU QEF QTN-T Project 

Task 3 Where is Peter? 
Here is a picture of the seating plan of Peter and his classmates in the English 

Activity Room. Look at the seating plan and fill in the blanks below.   

  

1. Peter sits _____________ Mary and John.

2. Jane sits _____________ Peter.

3. The teacher’s desk is _____________ Bonnie.

4. Susan sits _____________ Mark.

5. Clara sits _____________ of the classroom.

Cindy Jane Clara 

Mary Peter John 

Susan Mark Bonnie 

Teacher’s desk 

Door 

Teacher’s note
Teachers’ Notes:

Teachers are advised to draw the attention of students to the setting of the classroom. For example: the location of the door and the teacher’s desk so that students could have a better orientation of the directions in the classroom. The easier ones should be identified first (i.e. between, in front of), then the more challenging ones (i.e. on the right).
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Task 4 Show and Tell 
Your teacher shows you the picture card of Peter. Read the information about 

him and fill in the blanks in the table. 

What is it about? 

Peter is a P.3 student. e.g. Class Level

He likes swimming and drawing. _____________ 

He is good at doing sums. _____________ 

His favourite subject is Chinese. _____________ 

I think he is very kind because he 

always helps me with my 

homework. 

_____________ 

_____________ 

Peter 

Teacher’s note
Teachers’ Notes:

The purpose of this task is to introduce students to the target language functions of the unit: adjectives to describe people; simple present tense to talk about present states, the connective ‘because’ to give reasons by identifying the key points in the sentences.
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While-reading Stage 

Task 1 Sam and His Family 
Sam and his family are in the park. Look at the picture and fill in the blanks with 

the given words below. 

1. Little Jane is sitting _____________ a mat.

2. A ball is _____________ Jane.

3. A toy car is _____________ the mat.

4. Mum is standing _____________ Grandma.

5. Grandpa is looking at the flowers. The flowers are   _____________  him.

6. Sam is standing _____________ the table and the bench.

7. Some apples are _____________ the bag.

 behind         in front of    in      under     next to     on          between 

Teacher’s note
Teachers’ Notes:

This task was designed to consolidate the prepositional phrases to indicate positions that the students learnt in the Pre-reading Stage. The task was converted to a Blooket game to make learning more fun. With the help of the picture, the positions of different objects were shown clearly to students. This task was intended to be an easy task for students to help them build confidence.
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Task 2 Sam’s Project 
Sam is doing a project about his classmates. Read the information in the table 

and answer the questions. 

 

P.3A 

Name I am good at… I like… I like it because… 

John PE cooking it is fun 

Mary Computer Studies playing computer games it is exciting 

Judy English reading it is fun 

Sam PE drawing I enjoy it 

Peter Maths making models it is easy 
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Task 2 (Version 1) Choose the best answer by ticking the box. 

1. Judy is good at __________________. 

 A. PE

 B. English

 C. Maths

 D. Computer Studies

2. Sam likes___________________. 

 A. drawing

 B. cooking

 C. reading

 D. making models

3. Mary likes playing computer games because __________________. 

 A. it is easy

 B. it is fun

 C. it is exciting

 D. she enjoys playing them

4. _____________ likes making models. 

 A. Mary

 B. Sam

 C. Peter

 D. Judy

5. John likes cooking and Judy likes reading because ______________. 

 A. it is exciting

 B. they enjoy doing it

 C. it is easy

 D. it is fun
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Task 2 (Version 2)  

Write the correct answer in the blanks provided. 

1. What is Judy good at?   ___________ 

2. What does Sam like doing?  ________________ 

3. Why does Mary like playing computer games?  It is _____________ 

4. Who likes making models? ________________ 

5. Why do John and Judy like cooking and reading?  It is ____________ 

 

  

Teacher’s note
Teachers’ Notes: 

In order to cater for learner diversity, two versions of reading items are given here. Version 2 is more challenging and is targeted for more able students. 
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Task 3 My Best Friend (Version 1)  

Who is your best friend in class? Fill in the information about him/her. 

My best friend ___________ 

1. His/Her* Favourite Subjects: (Please tick the box. You may tick more than 

one box.) 

 Chinese  English  Maths 

 PE  Computer Studies  Art 

2. He/She* likes ____________.  (Please tick the box. You may tick more than 

one box.) 

 singing  reading 

 

 playing football 

 

 

 watching TV  listening to music 

 

 making models 

 

 

 watching YouTube  playing computer games 

 

 

 _____________ 

    

3. He/She* is good at ________________. 

4. I think he/she* is _____________.   

(Please tick the appropriate box. You may tick more than one box.) 

 clever  kind  helpful 

 beautiful  shy  playful 

 hard-working  honest  polite 

5. I like my best friend because ______________________. 

*circle the appropriate answer 
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Task 3 My Best Friend (Version 2)  
Here is the picture card of your best friend in class. Draw a picture of him/her. 

Fill in the blanks with the following information: 

⚫ Name 

⚫ Class level and class 

⚫ Things he/she likes  

⚫ Things he/she is good at 

⚫ Favourite subjects 

⚫ What do you think of him/her and why 

 

 

 

 

My Best Friend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Draw a picture of your best friend) 

__________ is my best friend. He/She* is in P.___________________.  

 

He/She* likes ________________ and ___________________. 

 

He/She* is good at __________________________. 

 

His/Her* favourite subject is ___________________. 

 

I think he/she* is ___________________________ because 

___________________________________________________. 

*circle the appropriate answer 

  

Teacher’s note
Teachers’ Notes: 

In order to cater for learner diversity, two versions of reading items are given here. Version 2 is more challenging and is targeted for more able students.
 
Both versions are designed to facilitate students in using their personal experiences in learning. When asked to fill in information about their best friend, students could have a better association about the characteristics of their friends and would be able to use appropriate verbs/adjectives/nouns to describe/talk about them.  Students were asked to draw a picture of their best friend. Visualization is helpful in learning with young learners.




 

Contributors: Aplichau Kaifong Primary School and The University of Hong Kong  12 

 

Primary 3  HKU QEF QTN-T Project 

 

Task 4 My New Friends 

Sam writes an email to his grandpa about his new friends. Read the email and 

answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

  

Hi Grandpa, 

 

     How are you? I have two new friends in my drawing class. 

Let me tell you about them. 

                                                                      

     David and Clara are both primary students. David is in P.5 

and Clara is in P.4. David studies in Three Stars Primary School. 

He is tall. His favourite subject is Art. He is good at drawing cars 

and flowers. He also likes to play basketball in PE lessons. He is 

in the school basketball team.  

 

     Clara studies at Happy Primary School. She has short hair and 

wears a pair of glasses. She is cheerful. She sits between David 

and me. Clara likes drawing dogs and robots, but she likes 

drawing trees most. Clara also reads a lot. She reads English and 

Chinese books in her free time, but she does not play basketball. 

She loves playing table tennis and football. 

 

     I like my new friends because they are kind and polite. 

 

Love, 

Sam 

 

Grandpa 

Sam 

My New Friends 
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Choose the best answer by blackening the circle. 

1. David is a ____________ student.

 A. P.2 

 B. P.3 

 C. P.4

 D. P.5

2. What is David’s favourite subject?

 A. Chinese

 B. Art

 C. English

 D. PE

3. David is good at drawing ____________.

 A.  B. 

 C.  D. 
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4. David is a member of the ____________ team.  

  A. basketball 

  B. football 

  C. table tennis 

  D. tennis 

  
 

5. Which picture shows Clara?   

  
 

 

 

 

 

        A.    B.  

      

 

 

 

 

        C.    D.  
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6. Where does Clara sit?

T 

Sam Clara X 

David X X 

T 

Sam David X 

X Clara X 

 A.  B. 

T 

Sam Clara David 

X X X 

T 

Sam X Clara 

X David X 

 C.  D. 

7. What does Clara like to draw most?

 A. flowers

 B. dogs

 C. robots

 D. trees

8. Why does Sam like his new friends?

 A. They are primary students.

 B. They are kind and polite.

 C. They like playing basketball.

 D. David is tall and Clara is cheerful.

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes:

Teacher may ask students to complete the above task using Google Form. Due to the copyright issue, the original Google Form is not shown here. Please create your own Google Form for this assessment. Data analysis can be conducted to get information about the strengths and weaknesses of students in reading: recognizing key words, understanding the connection between ideas.
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Post-reading Stage 

Self Evaluation Form 

You have finished Task 4. Tell your teacher how you understand the following: 

Circle the picture which best describes you! 

I understand the 

adjectives to 

describe people. 

I understand the 

sentences using 

simple present 

tense. 

I understand the 

prepositions 

which indicate 

positions. 

I understand the 

sentences using 

‘because’ to give 

reasons. 

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

Students were given opportunities to review their learning progress by the end of the While-reading Stage regarding the target language functions. Useful information about how students perceived their own learning on the target language functions could be obtained. Future planning on curriculum strategies and implementation could base on the information obtained.
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MY CLASSMATES – WRITING 
Pre-writing Stage 

Task 1 My Favourite Classmate 
Mary wrote some notes about her best friend. Read the notes and complete the 

table. The first one has been done for you. 

My Favourite Classmate 

Susan is my favourite classmate. We are in P.3A.  

Susan is 10 years old. She sits in front of me. She is short but strong. She always 

plays with me at recess. She is very friendly. Susan is good at English. She 

loves writing English stories and playing word games. Susan also likes singing 

in her free time. She goes to singing classes on Saturdays. She is busy at 

weekends. I think Susan is very smart because she always gets 100 marks in 

her tests! 

 

Notes about Susan It is about… 

1. Susan is 10 years old.    e.g. age 

2. She sits _____________________ me. _______________ 

3. She is short but _______________________. _______________ 

4. She always plays with me at recess. She is 

_______________. 

_______________ 

5.  Susan is good at ______________________________. _______________ 

6. She also likes ___________________ in her free time. _______________ 

7. I think Susan is _______________ because she always 

gets _________________________________. 

_______________ 

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

Teachers could use this task as a consolidation exercise for teaching the target language items. This could help prepare students to do the writing task later by highlighting the key points to describe my favourite classmate. The e-learning tools such as Nearpod and Kahoot were used to conduct this task in order to consolidate the language items that students had learnt in While-reading Stage. It would also make the classroom learning more fun and interactive.
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Task 2 My Classmate 
Please provide information about your favourite classmate in the tables below. 

Some examples are given for your reference. 

1. Position: Where does he/she sit?

in front of between…and… behind 

2. Appearance: How does he/she look like?

tall thin fat 

big eyes small mouth short hair 

3. Character: What kind of person is he/she?

kind /nice helpful cheerful 

hard-working smart clever 

shy 

4. Strength: What is he/she good at?

Chinese English Maths 

running singing drawing 

5. Hobby: What does he/she like doing in his/her free time?

reading storybooks playing basketball making models 

6. Write what you think about your best friend in the conclusion. Here is a

useful sentence pattern.

I like him/her because ______________________ is my wonderful

classmate.

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

Teachers could use this task to prepare students for the writing task. The focus of the task was on the appearance, hobbies and strengths of a favourite person. Positions of preposition were also consolidated. A variety of vocabulary was given to students to prepare them to write a similar task. Students also learnt how to give reasons for expressing an opinion.
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While-writing Stage – My Favourite Classmate 
 

You are writing about ‘My Favourite Classmate’. Write in about 40 words. You 

may use the questions in the mind map to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

How old is he/she? 

Where does he/she 

sit? 

 

How does he/she 

look like? 

 

Who is your 

favourite 

classmate? 

 

What is he/she 

good at? 

 

What do you 

think about 

him/her? 

Why? 

 

 

My Favourite 

Classmate 
 

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

This task aimed at assessing students’ writing abilities in using simple present tense to talk about present states and adjectives to describe people. Teachers can get information about the writing performance of students regarding ‘content’ and ‘language’.
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My Favourite Classmate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Draw a picture of your classmate here) 
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Post-writing Stage 
 

Task 1 Rate yourself 
Tell your teacher how well you can do the writing task by circling the appropriate 

picture. 

 

I can use adjectives to describe 

people. 

 

I can use prepositions to talk 

about positions. 

 

I can use simple present tense to 

describe my favourite classmate. 

 

I can give reasons using 

‘because’. 

 
 

Task 2 Teacher’s Feedback 
The teacher thinks you have completed the writing task well. See his/her comments 

below. 

 

You can write the content with 

the help of questions. 
 

You can use adjectives to describe 

people. 
 

You can use prepositions to talk 

about positions. 
 

You can use simple present tense 

to talk about your favourite 

classmate.  

You can give reasons using 

‘because’. 
 

 

 

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

Students were given opportunities to do some reflections on their own learning. Teachers could make use of these information to reveal effectiveness of the teaching and learning process.


Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

Teachers are suggested to provide feedback on students’ writing performance after they have completed marking the writing tasks. This feedback checklist helped students to visualize how well they could do on the target language functions in their teacher’s perception. Teachers might need to elaborate on their comments when necessary.
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Task 3 A Good Classmate 
Tell your teacher how you can be a good classmate by colouring the appropriate 

word in the circle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to be a good classmate. 

I should be… 
 

 

  

polite 

greedy 

helpful 

kind rude 

lazy 

honest 

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

This task aimed at integrating value education into learning since it is a core value in the curriculum.
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Task 4 Task Specific Marking Scheme – ‘My Favourite Classmate’ 
 

Score  Content Language 

6  • Provide relevant ideas* to 

the questions, with many 

supporting details. 

• The ideas are very clear 

and coherent. 

*Relevant ideas with 

supporting details: 

➢ Good at: (e.g. Susan is 

good at English. She 

loves writing English 

stories and playing 

word games.) 

➢ Things to do: (e.g. She 

goes to singing classes 

on Saturdays.) 

 

4 • Provide relevant ideas to 

the questions, with some 

supporting details. 

• The ideas are clear and 

coherent. 

• Use a range of vocabulary, 

sentence patterns and 

cohesive devices* 

appropriately, with few or no 

grammatical and spelling 

mistakes. 

*Sentence patterns, 

vocabulary and cohesive 

devices: 

➢ simple present tense: (e.g. 

She is short but strong. 

She is very friendly.) 

➢ vocabulary to describe 

people: (e.g. She is busy 

at weekends.)  

➢ cohesive devices: (e.g. 

Susan also likes singing in 

her free time.) 
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Score  Content Language 

3 • Provide brief and relevant 

ideas to the questions, with 

almost no supporting 

details. 

➢ Age: (e.g. Susan is 10 

years old.) 

➢ Position: (e.g. She sits 

in front of me.) 

• The ideas are quite clear. 

• Use a small range* of 

vocabulary, sentence patterns 

and/or cohesive devices fairly 

appropriately, with some 

grammatical and spelling 

mistakes. 

*able to use the given prompts to 

write with basic and appropriate 

sentence patterns. 

2  • Provide some irrelevant 

ideas to the questions. 

OR 

• Provide unclear or 

disconnected ideas which 

confuse the reader. 

OR 

• The ideas/responses to the 

questions are very limited. 

 

• Use a very limited range of 

vocabulary, sentence 

patterns, with many 

grammatical and spelling 

mistakes. 

0 • Practically make no attempt 

at all.  

OR 

• Provide totally 

irrelevant/incomprehensible 

ideas. 

• Make no attempt at all. 

• Provide totally 

irrelevant/incomprehensible 

ideas. 

 

Teacher’s note
Teacher’s Notes: 

Students were briefly introduced to the task-specific marking scheme. They were able to get some ideas about the writing requirements. However, it should be noted that it is not necessary to give too many details about the marking scheme to students.
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